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computers-

ofriend or foe?$

YO What are conputers, really? It’'s hard to give an
exact, concise, definition, since they cover such a w de
range of uses. They're |like enornmous brains. The question
is- do they help us in the long run?

= There are three general opinions on this: yes, no,
and | have no idea. | think that conputers can have a
positive effect on the world, as long as we take certain
precautions and don’t m suse them

Over the past few years, conputers have been naking an
increasingly large inpression on our country. Now,
conputers are being used to store information, design
buil di ngs, wite docunents, send mail and faxes, and connect
wi th other people all over the world. Many peopl e depend on
conputers to do their jobs. Conputers can be found in many
obvi ous places, such as the library and the bank. Conputers
make everyday |ife nmuch easier on people.

& One of the problens with conputers is that so nuch
can be done with them |If we hastily come up with new
prograns and technol ogy, we are in danger of hurting our
econony. Thousands of people will |ose their jobs when
conputers are able to conplete tasks cheaper and nore
efficiently than people. To prevent this from happening, we
need to plan ahead and think about how a new i dea w ||
affect us.

H |f conmputers make things too sinple, people may
becone totally dependent on them |If you use your conputer
all the tine and need it to help conplete your everyday
busi ness, what would you do if your conputer broke down?

In the future, | think conputers will be found at
the center of every business, no matter how |l arge or small
They will all be voice-controlled, and there won't be
keyboards or mce anynore. You mght even be able to have a
conversation with one: you could ask your computer for the
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time, advice in a situation, or even its opinion on
sonething. You will be able to be at a neeting in a
different country, connected with others by the conputer.
You wi Il shop and watch tel evision and novi es on your hone
conmputer. O course, there is a bad side to this. Invading
ot hers’ privacy, we can already find out personal
i nformati on about sonmeone just by typing in his nanme. You
can take people’s credit card nunbers if they are buying
items on-1line.

@ This world wouldn’t be so advanced without the use
of conputers. Conputers can hold great anmounts of
i nformati on and nake certain jobs nmuch sinpler. But, we
coul d destroy our econony and raise the crine rate if we
don’t use them properly. That’s why | hope that in a world
so intelligent, we won't nmake the w ong deci sions when it
cones to conputer technol ogy.



