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� 

computers- 

� friend or foe?�  
 
 

�
What  ar e comput er s,  r eal l y?  I t ’ s  har d t o gi ve an 

exact ,  conci se,  def i ni t i on,  s i nce t hey cover  such a wi de 
r ange of  uses.   They’ r e l i ke enor mous br ai ns.   The quest i on 
i s-  do t hey hel p us i n t he l ong r un? 
 �  Ther e ar e t hr ee gener al  opi ni ons on t hi s:  yes,  no,  
and I  have no i dea.   I  t hi nk t hat  comput er s can have a 
posi t i ve ef f ect  on t he wor l d,  as l ong as we t ake cer t ai n 
pr ecaut i ons and don’ t  mi suse t hem.  
 Over  t he past  f ew year s,  comput er s have been maki ng an 
i ncr easi ngl y l ar ge i mpr essi on on our  count r y.   Now,  
comput er s ar e bei ng used t o st or e i nf or mat i on,  desi gn 
bui l di ngs,  wr i t e document s,  send mai l  and f axes,  and connect  
wi t h ot her  peopl e al l  over  t he wor l d.   Many peopl e depend on 
comput er s t o do t hei r  j obs.   Comput er s can be f ound i n many 
obvi ous pl aces,  such as t he l i br ar y and t he bank.   Comput er s 
make ever yday l i f e much easi er  on peopl e.  
 � One of  t he pr obl ems wi t h comput er s i s t hat  so much 
can be done wi t h t hem.   I f  we hast i l y  come up wi t h new 
pr ogr ams and t echnol ogy,  we ar e i n danger  of  hur t i ng our  
economy.   Thousands of  peopl e wi l l  l ose t hei r  j obs when 
comput er s ar e abl e t o compl et e t asks cheaper  and mor e 
ef f i c i ent l y t han peopl e.   To pr event  t hi s f r om happeni ng,  we 
need t o pl an ahead and t hi nk about  how a new i dea wi l l  
af f ect  us.  
 � I f  comput er s make t hi ngs t oo si mpl e,  peopl e may 
become t ot al l y dependent  on t hem.   I f  you use your  comput er  
al l  t he t i me and need i t  t o hel p compl et e your  ever yday 
busi ness,  what  woul d you do i f  your  comput er  br oke down? 
 � I n t he f ut ur e,  I  t hi nk comput er s wi l l  be f ound at  
t he cent er  of  ever y busi ness,  no mat t er  how l ar ge or  smal l .   
They wi l l  al l  be voi ce- cont r ol l ed,  and t her e won’ t  be 
keyboar ds or  mi ce anymor e.   You mi ght  even be abl e t o have a 
conver sat i on wi t h one:  you coul d ask your  comput er  f or  t he  
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t i me,  advi ce i n a s i t uat i on,  or  even i t s opi ni on on 
somet hi ng.   You wi l l  be abl e t o be at  a meet i ng i n a 
di f f er ent  count r y,  connect ed wi t h ot her s by t he comput er .   
You wi l l  shop and wat ch t el evi s i on and movi es on your  home 
comput er .   Of  cour se,  t her e i s a bad si de t o t hi s.  I nvadi ng 
ot her s’  pr i vacy,  we can al r eady f i nd out  per sonal  
i nf or mat i on about  someone j ust  by t ypi ng i n hi s name.   You 
can t ake peopl e’ s cr edi t  car d number s i f  t hey ar e buyi ng 
i t ems on- l i ne.  
 � Thi s wor l d woul dn’ t  be so advanced wi t hout  t he use 
of  comput er s.   Comput er s can hol d gr eat  amount s of  
i nf or mat i on and make cer t ai n j obs much si mpl er .   But ,  we 
coul d dest r oy our  economy and r ai se t he cr i me r at e i f  we 
don’ t  use t hem pr oper l y.   That ’ s why I  hope t hat  i n a wor l d 
so i nt el l i gent ,  we won’ t  make t he wr ong deci s i ons when i t  
comes t o comput er  t echnol ogy.  


